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All staff at the Migrant
Resource Centre embraced the
initiative to celebrate Chinese
and Vietnamese New Year on
Wednesday 28" January.

We have Chinese and
Vietnamese clients, volunteers
and staff and we wanted to
increase our understanding of
how these communities bring
in the New Y ear. We made our
own creative Chinese lanterns,
played games to test our skills
using chopsticks and painted
our own prosperity sign to put
above our desks. Wise Chinese
proverbs adorned the walls of
our entrance.

SERMRC worker Belthrand Habiyakare
tests his skill with chopsticks

Mr. Min Qiang Liu, Vice-
President of the Melbourne
South Eastern Region Chinese
Friendship Centre of Victoria
Inc was inspired with the
displays of creative Chinese
lanterns and is intending to
teach children how to make
Chinese lanterns as part of the
state-wide Cultural Diversity
Week celebration at Heritage
Hill Museum and Historic
Gardens in Dandenong.

Every organisation can
consider what cultural events
they could celebrate each year
in recognition of the very
diverse community we live and
work in. It is such a great way
to increase our own awareness
and it also demonstrates
inclusiveness.

MRC Staff member Wa Yee
Leong was delighted to be
invited by Southern Cross Care
(Vic) Springvale Residential
Centre to work with staff to
help residents, some of whom
are Chinese, to celebrate
Chinese New Year and also the
Lantern Festival.

Wa Yee dso arranged for
members of a Chinese Seniors
Club in Kingston to participate.
In fact one of the residents in
the nursing home used to
belong to their club and they
had not seen her for some time.
There was much singing and
laughter and enjoyment of food

SERMRC staff paint prosperity signs

as pat of ther celebration
together.

Joy Gammon, Lifestyle
Coordinator gave us feedback
on the visit: “ Some residents
took their lanterns to their
rooms as they enjoyed making
them and found it was
achievable. They wanted to
share their experience with
their family. The daff are
pleased with what is happening
as it is helping us work
together as a team and
learning about new cultures.”

More details: Anne Jones
Team Leader for Access &
Equity
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The Aged Care Access & Equity Team now
includes a new bi-lingual worker Godette
McGregor who will work specifically with the
Filipino community on a 6 month project. The
project is being conducted in partnership with
Centre for Philippine Concerns.

Godette will work in collaboration with other
Home and Community Care (HACC) funded
agencies including loca government across
Greater Dandenong, Casey, Cardinia, Kingston
and Monash. Godette aims to visit, consult and
establish good relations with four Filipino Seniors
Clubs, namely Y oung Generation Filipino Senior
Citizens Club of the South East Region, United
Filipino Elderly Group Inc., PFilipino Elderly
Association for the South Eastern Region
(PEASER) and also Salaginto Seniors Group.

Godette's role is to focus on promoting HACC
services to the Filipino Seniors and their families
and to support/help eligible residents to access
HACC services.

Contact email: GodetteM @sermrc.org.au

Godette McGregor (right) with Demetria Reyes,
President of the Young Generation Filipino Senior
Citizens Club of the South East Region. Photo taken
during the Filipino Strength Training Program

Final farewell to a valued volunteer

Alicia was a volunteer in the
South Eastern Region
Migrant Resource Centre
Social Support Program for
nearly 10 years, and widely
known at SERMRC.

Alicia was born on a Winter's
morning in Argentina in 1941.
She was the eldest of 5
children and being the eldest

worked very hard. She
migrated to Australia in 1976
with her husband Vittorio and
daughter Claudia (who now has
4 children of her own).

Over the last decade she
supported many SERMRC
clients especially from the
Spanish-speaking community.
Until late last year she was
providing support to 5 people.

In their words, “She was just
such a wonderful companion
who took me to appointments,
funerals and often dropped in
for a coffee. | cannot sleep or
stop thinking about her. She
realy wanted to help people
and she had a good heart. |
have her in my heart.”

For the MRC Staff, Aliciawill
aways be remembered for her
cheery “ Hello Darling” on the
many occasions she was here.

Sadly, Alicia died of cancer on
January 30th. At her funera
she was farewelled by her
family and many friends. We
are very grateful to her for her
outstanding commitment and
generosity.

She will be sadly missed.

Adios Amiga
Descansa en Paz

Bernadette Cherry,
Co-ordinator of Volunteers,
SERMRC Socia Support
Program
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Among Australia Day Award recipients this year were Anton Nadarajah, Secretary of the SERMRC Board and
Choul Gai, SERMRC Settlement worker and Treasurer of the Sudanese Community Association of Australia. The
Hon. Anthony Byrne, Member for Holt presented the awards at a special ceremony




AFGHAN WOMEN'S SEWING

SERMRC has been running Sewing Classes for
Afghan women once per week for the last six
months.

An Afghan woman (Fazela Tahery) was
employed to conduct the classes and childcare
was provided. The program was funded by the
City of Greater Dandenong Genera Support
Program.

This was the first time we had provided a specific
class for this group. It was done to make the
activity more accessible to the women who could
learn from an instructor in their own language
(Dari). The women made a range of items of their
own choice during the sessons. They were
disappointed that the class could not continue but
due to its success we hope to be able to provide it
again in the future.

Above: SERMRC Settlement Manager Sally Regan
with Fazela Tahery (on right) and some of the
participants of the Afghan Women’s Sewing Group with
their children and childcare worker Farida Bezhan.

The ladies are displaying a gift they made for the MRC
- it is a small quilt that can be positioned around the
base of a Christmas tree. It was used to great effect in
our reception area in December and was much
admired - we expect it will be appreciated for many
years to come.

News & Eventsat SERMRC

Child Care Training and Self-employment

SERMRC and Chisholm I nstitute have formed a
partnership with City of Casey, Doveton-
Eumemmerring Neighbourhood Renewal and
Hampton Park Community Renewal to run a
train-and-place employment project for the local
child care industry.

This enterprise is funded by Department of
Industry, Innovation and Regional Development,
under the New Workforce Partnerships project.

Eligibility for participation is open to CALD
women, Office of Housing residents and
Neighbourhood Renewal participants.

The intention is to provide suitable trainees with
Child Care Certificate |11, and then to help them
become established as family day care operators
in City of Casey and City of Greater Dandenong.

For more information, contact Vijaya on 9706
8933 or email vijayas@sermrc.org.au

L egal Services|nformation Program

Starting soon at the MRC is aprogram funded by
the Lega Services Board. It will provide
information about the Australian Legal system in
relation to family law, the court system, family
violence, lega aid and Victoria Police. The
program is designed to assist refugee
It will

communities in the south east region.

focus on Sudanese and Afghan
communities and work with men and women
from these communities.

‘Afghan people in south eastern

Melbourn€' - publication L aunch

We are delighted and honoured that our new
publication ‘Afghan People in south eastern
Melbourne: Perspectives of a migrant and
refugee community’ will be launched by His
Excellency Amanullah Jayhoon, Ambassador of
Afghanistan to Australia.

The launch is at 12.00
noon Thursday March
19th, at SERMRC Leve
1, 314 Thomas St
Dandenong

RSVP March 12

Orders for copies can
now be placed with
Jeanne - details below.
An invoice will be mailed

with the bookl et.
Price: $15 + $4 postage & handling.

There is a special price of $10 per copy if
purchased at the launch (cash only)
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