
























































































































































Afghan Community Profile — south eastern Melbourne

“In Afghanistan we are afraid of war, the rockets (the big weapon
they shoot from a long distance). We were there, day and night —
with a big noise. It destroyed houses and broke windows. | wished
to have a quiet night, a nice sleep, but because of all the bombing
| couldn’t sleep. | wished to have a peaceful sleep.”

Mother of one, 2 %2 half years in Australia

“When we got to the detention centre | was young, with a young
group. One day the Red Cross came and said ‘we try to find your
family.” They said ‘we send a letter.” In Afghanistan a letter can’t
reach your family. We didn’t tell them about our families because
the Taliban would get the letter and kill our families. We didn’t
know about humanitarian groups. After a while we got a lawyer,
someone to support us. It's hard to believe someone is going to
help you. | was crying, thinking about things happening back
home... Over there, life in Afghanistan is not normal but we
thought it was: a lot of people are crying for food and for their
families. | hope things getting better in my country.

Hazara male, student, in Australia 1 2 years

“I did my university field study on human rights and when | went
back to Afghanistan, and | did international studies on human
rights issues, my passion is why someone shouldn’t be free.
When you’re from Afghanistan the first thing you think is ‘Why do
we treat women like this?’”

Hazara male, mid-20s, youth worker

“Afghans in Australia are more protective of their girls than boys...
They might turn a blind eye if their son goes out and has a drink
but if it was their daughter... ‘How come my brothers can go out

and you're not allowing me to go?’

Kanshka, late 20s, married, half-Pushtan half-Tajik
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“In Australia some women wear the short thing: short sleeve,
short skirt and bras but | never judge them for that because this is
the culture they’ve been born with and mine is the culture I've
been born with. We can live in harmony. People shouldn’t make
judgements, just because another Muslim on the other side of the
world in America did something bad.”

Student, female, 15, Hazara, in Australia I year

“For the Hazaran people, all the women are uneducated. Children
are quick when they are going to school — very quick to get the
language — but for woman it is very hard, because mostly she’s
working from home to look after kids and babies and also she's
caring for the husband. A little bit of time is left over is for going to
AMES education but for most of the women it is very hard to get
citizenship because they don’t know English very well. And now
the rules for citizenship are changing. To pass the test for our
women it is very hard because they know not much English or the
geography of Australia... Most of the people, especially women,
struggle with their new life in Australia. They find it very hard.
They say ‘we go back’ ‘life is boring here, to sit all the time at
home, and if you go outside, people looking at you because you
were the Hijab — or a different dresses.” This situation occurs for
people who are new... When time passes they gradually adjust
themselves and make themselves at home but for first arrivals it is
very hard.”

Ali, Hazara Australian Community association of Victoria

“We want to get a facility somewhere for ladies-only for
swimming. There’s nothing around this area that has facilities just
for women. A lot of women have back pain and the doctors ask
them to go swimming but it's hard for an Afghan women to go
swimming because we need somewhere without men.”

Mother of 3, Dari-speaking, 17 years in Australia

“Usually men are head of the house but if we are making a
decision we try to discuss with each other and finally get a
decision. In terms of decisions about children, the mothers decide
about education and marriages.”

Hazara woman, 6 children, in Australia 7 years
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“Women are deprived of everything in Afghanistan: sports,
education, liberty, working outside, and socialising. People need
to be helped with their [Australian] citizenship issues. We see
many people take the test and fail.”

Arif, Association of Hazaras in Australia

“The community lacks support for young people. There is a
massive gap in youth services. They need a counsellor or coach
for young people because of the peer pressure issues: drugs, sex
and alcohol... There is no open discussion, and younger and
older generations haven't experience the same things. Older
generations haven't experienced what it's like to be young in
Australia today. The only way they [parents] find out is when it’s
too late or they're put into a situation where their son/daughter
has run away because they can’t handle it.”

Sarah Keshtiar, Dari speaker, student

‘I was five years old when | left my country because the war
happened and | can’'t remember that time. | really don’t want to
remember. It wasn’'t a good time... | went to Pakistan with my
family. | lived there for about six years. | was happy in Pakistan
but my dad was in Australia and | didn’t want to go back to my
country... | came to Australia. | missed my Dad a lot. It was like
five or six years that | didn’t see him. | talked to him on the phone
but it wasn't enough for me. | wanted to see him because |
missed him so much.”

Student, female, 15, Hazara, in Australia for 3 years
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“School encourages you to speak your mind and stand up for your
rights. Then you come home and hear ‘Listen to your elders, don’t
argue with them. It's inappropriate. Even if they’re wrong, just
ignore it.” ‘Don’t embarrass them. Don'’t talk to adults like that.” ”

Kanshka, late 20s, married, half-Pushtan half-Tajik

‘I am very happy for my young generation, they are very good
and they work very hard. Most of them have very good marks and
most of them go to university. It's very good for other generations
to follow them and do the same.”

Gulgotai, community worker, Tajik, in Australia 12 years

“You know for the younger ones, some of them don’t know the
language of their parents, so it's a good idea to learn this. One
day a week is not enough. Language school — there is one on
Saturday, | think.”

Student, 21, Dari-speaking female

“One day | was walking from the station and | saw three kids.
They were playing and | smiled at them. | had my scarf on that
day. The kids all walked away except one child. She was about 4
or 5 years old and she was staring at me. She said ‘You are a
stranger. You are a terrorist. You Kill people. Go back to your own
country.” This really hurt. | couldn’t believe this coming from a 4 or
5 year old child. | cried and | went home and told my parents and
my Dad said this is because you are wearing the scarf. | can
never expect a 4 or 5 year old child to know. Maybe | can’t blame
their parents but | can blame the media.”

Zamera, student, 20, Hazara, female 1 2 half years in Australia

“When | came to Australia | was excited but it was kind of boring
too because we were excited to see new stuff... everyone was
busy doing their own stuff... My parents work. My dad works and
he doesn’t have any time to spend with us... Australia, compared
to Afghanistan and my life before, is busy and like way fast.
Everything has to be on time.”

Student, male, 15, Hazara, in Australia for 3 years
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from Ethnologue (2008)

Aimaq

Alternate names: Barbari, Berberi, Chahar-Aimag, Char Aimaq

Dialects: Taimuri (Teimuri, Timuri, Taimouri), Taimani, Zohri (Zuri), Jamshidi
(Jamshedi, Djamchidi, Yemchidi, Dzhemshid), Firozkohi, Maliki, Mizmast, Chinghizi,
Zainal.

Arabic
Dialects: Balkh Arabic

Ashkun
Alternate names: Ashkund, Ashkuni, Wamayi, Wamais
Dialects: Ashuruveri (Kolata, Titin Bajaygul), Gramsukraviri, Suruviri (Wamai)

Azerbaijani (southern)
Alternate names: Azeri.
Dialects: Afshari (Afshar, Afsar)

Balochi
Alternate names: Baluchi, Baluci, Baloci
Dialects: Rakhshani (Raxshani)

Brahui
Alternate names: Brahuiki, Birahui, Kur Galli

Domari
Dialects: Churi-Wali

Farsi
Alternate names: Persian, Dari, Parsi
Dialects: Dari (Afghan Farsi, Herati, Tajiki, Kaboli, Kabuli, Khorasani), Parsiwan

Gawar-Bati
Alternate names: Gowari, Narsati, Narisati, Arandui, Satre
Dialects: Lexical similarity 47% with Shumashti, 44% with Dameli, 42% with Savi

Grangali
Alternate names: Gelangali, Jumiaki
Dialects: Nangalami (Ningalami), Grangali, Zemiaki (Zamyaki)

Guijari
Alternate names: Gujuri Rajasthani, Gojri, Gojari
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Hazaragi
Alternate names: Azargi, Hazara, Hezareh
Dialects: Speak a variety related to Dari

Jakati
Alternate names: Jati, Jatu, Jat, Jataki, Kayani, Musali

Kamviri
Alternate names: Kamdeshi, Lamertiviri, Shekhani, Kamik
Dialects: Kamviri, Shekhani

Karakalpak
Alternate names: Qaraqulpaqgs
Dialects: Northeast Karakalpak, Southwest Karakalpak

Kati
Alternate names: Bashgali, Kativiri, Nuristani
Dialects: Eastern Kativiri (Shekhani), Western Kativiri, Mumviri

Kazakh
Alternate names: Kazakhi, Qazaqi, Qazaq
Dialects: Northeastern Kazakh, Southern Kazakh, Western Kazakh

Kirghiz
Alternate names: Kirghizi, Kirgiz
Classification: Altaic, Turkic

Mogholi
Alternate names: Moghol, Mogul, Mogol, Mongul
Dialects: Kundur, Karez-I-Mulla

Muniji

Dialects: Northern Munji, Central Munji, Southern Munji, Mamalgha Munji
Ormuri

Alternate names: Bargista, Baraks, Ormui, Oormuri

Dialects: Kanigurami, Logar

Pahlavani
Dialects: Similar to Dari Persian

Parachi
Dialects: Shutul, Ghujulan, Nijrau

Parya
Alternate names: Afghana-Yi Nasfurush, Afghana-Yi Siyarui, Laghmani

Pashayi (northeast)
Dialects: Aret, Chalas (Chilas), Kandak, Kurangal, Kurdar
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Pashayi (northwest)
Dialects: Gulbahar, Kohnadeh, Laurowan, Sanjan, Shutul, Bolaghain, Pachagan, Alasai,
Shamakot, Uzbin, Pandau, Najil, Parazhghan, Pashagar, Wadau, Nangarach

Pashayi (southeast)
Alternate names: Pashai
Dialects: Darrai Nur, Wegal, Laghman, Alingar, Kunar

Pashayi (southwest)
Dialects: Tagau, Ishpi, Isken

Pashto (northern)
Alternate names: Paktu, Pakhtu, Pakhtoo, Afghan
Dialects: Northwestern Pakhto, Ghilzai, Durani

Pashto (southern)
Dialects: Southwestern Pashto, Kandahar Pashto (Qandahar Pashto)

Prasuni
Alternate names: Prasun, Veruni, Parun, Wasi-Veri, Veron, Verou
Dialects: Upper Wasi-Weri, Central Prasun, Lower Prasun (Ushut)

Savi
Alternate names: Sawi, Sauji, Sau

Shughni
Dialects: Roshani (Rushani, Rushan, Oroshani), Shughni (Shugni, Shighni Shughnani,
Shugan, Khugni, Kushani, Saighani, Ghorani), Bartangi (Bartang), Oroshor (Oroshori)

Shumashti
Alternate name: Shumasht

Tangshewi
Alternate name: Tangshuri

Tregami
Alternate names: Trigami
Dialects: Lexical similarity 76% to 80% with Waigali

Turkmen
Alternate names: Turkoman, Trukmen, Turkman
Dialects: Salor, Teke (Tekke, Chagatai, Jagatai), Ersari, Sarig, Yomut

Uyghur
Alternate names: Uighur, Uyghuri, Wighor, Uighor, Uiguir
Dialects: Kashgar-Yarkand (Yarkandi), Taranchi

Uzbek (southern)
Alternate names: Uzbeki, Usbeki, Uzbak
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Waigali

Alternate names: Waigeli, Waigalii, Waigala, Zhonjigali, Suki, Wai-Ala, Wai,
Kalasha-Ala

Dialects: Varjan, Chima-Nishey

Wakhi
Alternate names: Wakhani, Wakhigi, Vakhan, Khik, Guhjali

Afghan Australia Philanthropic Association Inc

Mail to: PO Box 321 ENDEAVOUR HILLS VIC 3802

Contact Ph: 9706 2787 mob.0409 553 304 (Dor Aschna), Fax: 9706 277
Email: aschnal@hotmail.com

Web page: http://www.aapa.org.au/

Provide support to members of the Afghan community, especially assistance with
settlement needs for newly arrived migrants, and various social & cultural
celebrations throughout the year;

Sporting groups for young men — see Afghan Australia Community Social Sports
Club Inc;

Ladies’ group — organises a range of information sessions and social activities
Pashtu Language school for Afghan children through Victoria School of
Languages at Cleeland campus, Dandenong H.S;

Music classes — Tabla & Harmonium on Monday evenings at Endeavour Hills
Uniting Neighbourhood Centre;

Radio program: Dost Ayaz Wednesday evenings 8.30-9.30pm on Community
Radio 3CR 855AM, also broadcast at www.aapa.org.au ;

Afghan Cultural Centre — Recently established group aiming to establish a centre
in Greater Dandenong or Casey celebrating Afghan culture

Afghan Australia Community Social Sports Club Inc.
Soccer & Volleyball clubs - Juniors & Seniors

e Training for soccer: Mondays 6 - 8pm; Wednesdays 6-8.30pm
e Training for volleyball: Saturdays 5 -7.30pm

Address for correspondence: 10 Delta Court, Rowville Vic 3178
Contact Ph: 9706 2787 mob.0409 553 304 (Dor Aschna)

Afghan Australian Arts, Literature & Publishing Association of Victoria Inc
Mail to: PO Box 2421 FOUNTAIN GATE VIC 3805

Contact Ph: 0405 776 125 (Bashir Keshtiar)

Email: bikeshtiar@optusnet.com.au

Afghan Australian Association of Victoria Inc

Meet: Level 1, 73-77 Walker St, Dandenong VIC 3175

Mail to: 105 Haversham Ave, WHEELERS HILL VIC 3150
Contact Ph: 9794 9133 or 9562 1289 AH (Chairman, Khaliq Fazal)
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Email: a-k-fazal@yahoo.com.au
e Provide settlement support, cultural activities, referrals, translations & interpreting,
youth and women’s cultural understanding and education

Afghan Australian Development Organisation (AADO) Inc

PO Box 8, Fitzroy Vic 3065

Ph. 9342 7265 (Nouria Salehi)

Email: nouria.salehi@mbh.org.au

www.aado.org.au

e AADO aims to provide aid to help drive the redevelopment of Afghanistan. Focus

on facilitating vocational development for Afghan individuals and communities
through donation of aid, vocational training and related infrastructure from
Australia, with the assistance of local Afghan NGOs

Afghan Australian Social Services Association of Victoria Inc
PO Box 2421 FOUNTAIN GATE VIC 3805

Ph: 0405 776 125 (Bashir Keshtiar)

Email: bikeshtiar@optusnet.com.au

Afghan Australian Welfare Association (AAWA) Inc
PO Box 446, Doveton, VIC 3177
Mobile: 0402 473 948 (Ajmal Mirrinay) Phone: 8790 2867, Fax: 9703 0631
Email: ibrahimkhan1@hotmail.com
e Provides welfare support including housing to the Afghan community, and
organises large social events three times a year

Afghan-Australian Women & Youth Association (AAWYA)

Mail C/- SERMRC, 60 Webb St Narre Warren VIC 3805

Contact Ph. 9704 1583 (Nazifa Nader)

Email: aawya@live.com

e Aims to help Afghan women and young people understand and integrate with

Australian society while keeping alive Afghan culture. Want Afghan people to join
together to contribute their rich culture & talent in order to develop the
multicultural society of Australia and make Australia’s democracy & land even
safer. Regular women’s groups meet weekly at Narre Warren and Hampton Park

Afghan-Australian Women & Youth Association (AAWYA)

7 Canterbury Close Narre Warren VIC 3805

Ph. 0434 843 990 (Ozair Basset) or 9704 1583 (Nazifa Nadir)

Email: sherper@hotmail.com

e Aims to help Afghan women & young people understand & integrate with

Australian society while keeping alive Afghan culture. AAWYA wants Afghans to
join together to contribute their rich culture and talent to develop the multicultural
society of Australia and make Australia’s democracy & land even safer.

Afghan Khodaye Khedmat Garran Inc
Mail to: 5 Chivell Close, Endeavour Hills VIC 3802
Office Ph & Fax: 9700 2902 (Tuba Keshtiar)
Email: t.hamedi@hotmail.com
e Provides assistance and referrals to Afghan community members — regardless of
age, gender or location in Melbourne
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Afghan Support Group
29 Carramar St Chadstone VIC 3148
Contact Ph: 9888 1842 (Dr Nouria Salehi)
Email: nouria.salehi@mbh.org.au
e Looking after new arrivals, material aid, support and accommodation; in
conjunction with Craig Family Centre runs English classes (men’s and women'’s),
occasional seminars, swimming classes for women

Afghan Youth Foundation for Unity (AYFUN) Inc
Mail to: 16/3 Young Rd, Hallam VIC 3803

Contact Ph. 0422 599 002 BH (Maseeh Nasheet)
Email: mnasheet@gmail.com

www.ayfun.com.au/

¢ Youth organization, which has monthly newsletter “Lemar” published in Dari,
Pashto and English, and organises events for young Afghan people.

(The) Association of Hazaras in Victoria Inc
Community Centre: 22 Grace Park Ave Springvale
Mail to: PO Box 7268, DANDENONG VIC 3175
Phone: 0438 895 728, Fax: 9796 4648
Email: hav@bamyan.org.au
Web: www.bamyan.org.au
¢ Non-profit organization that helps Afghan refugees with settlement needs in
Australia. Celebrates cultural and religious events - such as Nawruz (New Year)
and Afghan Independence Day.
Services include:
Assistance with interpreting & translating;
Newsletter published quarterly in English & Dari
“Arman” magazine published monthly in Dari;
Dari Language classes
Driver education program and Learn to Drive booklet in Dari
Youth activities and programs: Out door and indoor Soccer, Chess competition,
Table tennis, Women’s indoor Soccer - contact Arif on 0422 742 673
¢ Arts including music, theatre, choir & traditional dance — contact: Jawad Alizadeh
mob. 0407 556 285

Hazara Australian Community Association of Victoria
Community Centre: 23-25 Doveton Ave, Eumemmerring
Mail to: PO Box 549 Dandenong Plaza, Dandenong VIC 3175
Contact Ph. 0402 361 705 (Chairperson, Ali Behsudi)
Email: hacav2002h@yahoo.com
e Association of Hazara people from Afghanistan, assist the Hazara community
with connecting to social and community services, completing forms; social
functions; weekend classes for children/young people in Hazaragi/Dari — coming
soon.
e Two Soccer teams coached by Karim Darwish
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3ZZZ Ethnic Radio - 92.3 FM

PO Box 1106 Collingwood VIC 3066

Ph: 9415 1923 (studio), Ph: 9415 1928 (office), Fax: 9415 1818
Website: http://www.3zzz.com.au

Email: admin@3zzz.com.au

Melbourne Ethnic Community Radio 92.3 FM
‘Afghan Voice’ Sunday between 7pm-8pm, also on www.3zzz.com.au worldwide
e The Afghan broadcasting group has been on air since 1989, and since then, has
aimed to deliver radio programs that meet the needs of the Afghan community in
Victoria. Known as 'Da Afghan Ghag' and 'Sadai Afghan' - Pushtu and Dari
words respectively meaning Afghan voice; the radio program incorporates a wide
range of topics from news, current affairs, settlement, social and cultural issues.

Contact details:

Studios: (03) 9415 1923

Office: (03) 9415 1928

Fax: (03) 9415 1818

Email: manager@3zzz.com.au

Postal Address: P.O Box 1106 Collingwood VIC 3066

SBS radio 93.1 FM
Fridays between 4pm-5pm in Dari, also on www.sbs.com.au worldwide and on digital TV,
Channel 38 for SBS Radio 1 and Channel 39 for SBS Radio 2, SBS radio can also be
found on Foxtel channels 867 and 868 and on Austar channels 40 and 41
e A full round-up of national, international and homeland news, current affairs and
sport leads every program

e ‘Correspondent’s Report’ from Kabul-based reporter, Osman Faisal, who
specialises in events in Afghanistan and reconstruction issues

e After coverage of major news and current affairs, the rest of the program is
devoted to interviews and special segments on Culture, Women, Families, Health,
Immigration, Youth and Literature

e Bashir Keshtiar joins the program to report on youth issues, Fazila Tasmim-Hajeb
on Women's Issues and Jala Noorani on Culture

e Entertainment, including a full range of music and poetry is an integral part of the
program. Local community news and announcements are also made regularly on
the Dari program.

Contact details: SBS Radio Melbourne, PO Box 294, South Melbourne VIC 3205
Email: dari.program@sbs.com.au

Phone: (03) 9949 2121
Fax: (03) 9949 2385

3CR Community Radio — 855 AM
21 Smith Street Fitzroy 3065

PO Box 1277 Collingwood 3065
Ph: 9419 8377, Fax: 9417 4472
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Website: http://www.3cr.org.au
Email: admin@3cr.org.au

3CR Community Radio 855 AM Afghan Radio program: Dost Ayaz
every Wednesday 8.30 pm- 9.30 pm also broadcast at: www.aapa.org.au
e News and current affairs from Australia, Afghanistan and around the world.
Interviews with Afghan Members of Parliament. Coverage of local issues: Youth,
Family, Immigration & Health. Talkback. Hosted by Sahab Shakeeb

Contact details:

Email: aschnal@hotmail.com

Web page: http://www.aapa.org.au/

Ph: 9706 2787 mob.0409 553 304 (Dor Aschna)
Fax: 9706 277

Mail to: PO Box 321 ENDEAVOUR HILLS VIC 3802

Casey FM - 97.7 FM

PO Box 977 Cranbourne 3977

Ph: 5996 6977 (studio), Ph: 5996 6933 (office), Fax: 5996 6900
Website: http://www.3ser.org.au

Email: dlentin@3ser.org.au

SBS Radio and Television

Website: http://www.sbs.com.au

Email: comments@sbs.com.au

Toll Free Phone 1800 500 727 - for comments or questions about programming
Mail to: Head of Radio, Head of Television or Head of New Media:

Special Broadcasting Service
Locked Bag 028, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Ph: 02 9430 2828, Fax: 02 9430 3700

SBS Radio Melbourne Station Manager

PO Box 294 South Melbourne Vic 3205

Ph: 03 9949 2121, Fax: 03 9949 2132 (Radio)
03 9949 2473 (TV)

Channel 31

Level 1, 501 Swanston St Melbourne VIC 3000
Ph: 9660 3131, Fax: 9660 3100

Website: http://www.channel31.org.au

Email: info@C31.org.au

67



Afghan Community Profile — south eastern Melbourne

Arman Magazine

Monthly publication of the Association of Hazaras in Victoria, Arman is published on the
first Monday of each month and has a readership base of several thousand. Being the
only regularly published and widely distributed Dari Magazine in Australia, Arman is a
valuable source of news, information, feature articles as well as a guide to find products
and services for Afghan community. The first edition of Arman was published in October
2002 in just 8 pages and it has developed greatly in terms of both quality and quantity
since. It is now a colour magazine in 40 pages and has found its place in Australian
Afghan community.

The Association of Hazaras in Victoria Inc also publishes a quarterly newsletter that can
be mailed out or downloaded from their webpage www.bamyan.org.au

Contact details:

Email: arman@bamyan.org.au or hav@bamyan.org.au
Phone: 0438 895 728

Fax: 9796 4648

Mail: P.O. Box 7268, Dandenong, Vic 3175
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