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On March 18th as part of Cultural Diversity Week 

celebrations SERMRC was host to UNICEF   

Consultant Kerry Boland who spoke about her 

recent experiences working in Afghanistan.  

 

Kerry explained that her role was one of working 

alongside the national aid workers and helping to 

skill them to carry out UNICEFôs projects.   

 

Some of the issues Kerry encountered were the use 

of child-labour and lack of educational               

opportunities for child-workers; and some          

instances of kidnapping of young women           

associated with inability of suitorsô families to   

afford dowries. She discovered that careful        

exploration and active listening were required to 

accurately identify and address root causes of  

problems rather than the symptoms.  

 

Whilst in Afghanistan Kerry completed a research 

paper for UNICEF documenting the movement of 

unaccompanied children from Afghanistan to the 

west. The report includes case studies of ten such 

children. In 2009 2,500 children journeyed alone to 

western countries seeking asylum and a better   

future. ñChildren on the Moveò is now available at 

www.sermrc.org.au/  click the Community tab 

Above: Kerry Boland with Afghan national workers in a UNICEF 
funded program in Afghanistan earlier this year 
 

Below: Kerry with SERMRC CEO Jenny Semple who was 
briefly anonymous in Kerryôs burkah 
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ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS AT SERMRC 

Above: Photos and explanations of various ele-

ments of Orthodox Christmas were on display for 

staff to peruse. 

As part of SERMRCôs quest to have a better    

understanding and appreciation of other cultures, 

each year a number of major cultural              

celebrations are explored and experienced by 

staff. First up for 2010 was Christmas - Orthodox 

Christian style. 

Five staff members (L-R) Tatjana, Galina, Sanja, 

Vesna and Zlata shared their life experiences of 

Orthodox Christmases noting some regional      

differences - welcoming guests into your home was 

a constant. 

SERMRC Board Chairperson and Russian         

Orthodox Priest Fr. Michael Protopopov was on 

hand to bless the food. Staff sampled some unique 

dishes only served at Christmas. Aged & Disability 

Services Manager, Galina Kazoolin (right) brought 
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holding bread known as "cesnica" - it takes centre 

stage on the Christmas table.  A silver coin is 

baked inside, which will bring luck to the one who 

finds it. The bread is torn, not cut, into as many 

pieces as there are guests.  

Staff are having fun looking for "gold coins" 

through straw under the table. The 

straw symbolizes makeshift bed in the stable 

where Jesus was born.  


