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who don’t celebrate Christmas, we wish you a safe and peaceful 

holiday and New Year. 
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NEWSLETTER Issue   26 December  2009                                                

The new Employment Team: Sharon Smith (Team Leader), Amir 
Omerovic & Chenelle Arulanandam 

Providing bridges to employment for local skilled migrants 

 

Oakleigh Office 
3/24 Chester St 

Oakleigh Vic 3166 
Ph: 8574 4600 
Fax: 9706 8830 

The South Eastern Region MRC has been          
successful in securing funding to provide an        
employment  program to Skilled migrants. The 
funding comes from the Department of            
Employment   Education & Workplace Relations 
(DEEWR) ‘Jobs Fund’.  
 
This program will support and work with clients, 
professional bodies and local employers to provide 
individual case management to eligible               
participants. It is a targeted program and            
participants, who must have been in Australia Less 
than 2 years and have arrived as Skilled Migrants, 
will be recruited according to visa type and area of 
skill.  
 
The aim of the program is to place skilled migrants 
into jobs appropriate to their profession and     
qualifications. Our first objective is to provide   
clients with relevant training and Australian   
workplace experience and mentoring. 
 
This is an exciting program that we are very 
pleased to be offering to skilled migrants in the 
City of Greater Dandenong. 



SERMRC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009 

Guest speaker: Executive Director of the Australian   
Multicultural Foundation Dr B (Hass) Dellal OAM 

The audience were entertained by Afghan singer 
Gudaz Ustad Qasimi 

At right: 2009 SERMRC Board of        
Directors (from left to right) Co-opted   
Directors Phil Dalling & Sam Eichenbaum, 
elected Directors Ismail Demiri, Anne  
Catanese,  Anton Nadarajah (Secretary), 
Hafez  Abdul Wahab, Very Rev Fr Michael 
Protopopov (Chairperson), Costa Azzam 
(Assistant Secretary), Ray Jopling 
(Treasurer), Brian Oates (Deputy      
Chairperson) and Chief Executive Officer 
Jenny Semple . 

A capacity audience was in attendance for 
the Annual Meeting 

The South Eastern Region Migrant Resource 
Centre Inc held its AGM on December 1st.  
 
The AGM attracted a large, diverse audience, 
which included: members of the Victorian          
Parliament, John Pandazopoulos (Dandenong),  
Judith Graley (Narre Warren South) and Luke 
Donnellan (Narre Warren North); Chairperson of 
the Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria, Sam 
Afra and representatives of a wide range of       
government and community agencies as well as 
SERMRC members  and staff. 
 
Guest speaker, Executive Director of the Australian 
Multicultural Foundation, Dr Hass Dellal         
commended the MRC for its work with refugees 
and engaged the audience with his exploration of 
the development and practise of multiculturalism in 
Australia. 
 
The Annual Report can now be downloaded from 
www.sermrc.org.au (follow Publication links) 
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For details about MRC events, services or publications please contact the Access and Equity Officer  
Jeanne Chippett on  Ph. (03) 9706 8933  Fax (03) 9706 8830  or email jeannec@sermrc.org.au 

NEW COMMUNITY PARTNERS PROGRAM NEW COMMUNITY PARTNERS PROGRAM   

Afghani Community Profile of older people 

Both the Cambodian and Sri Lankan              
communities will be the focus of our new       
Community Partners Programs funded by the 
Federal Department of Health and Ageing, over 
the next three years. 
 
The Program aims to strengthen relationships    
between these communities and the Migrant      
Resource Centre and all aged care services,        
especially Residential Care. 
 
Two new workers are already on board Nary Sam 
who will work closely with the Cambodian      
community and Felicita Sivasudasan, with the   
Sinhalese community. Workers will be providing 
education to the communities about the range of 
aged care services available and assisting services 
to better understand the cultural, spiritual and    
linguistic needs of these communities. 
 
Both workers would be available to provide       

cultural advice to any aged care agency wishing to 
be more informed about the respective              
communities. 
 
For further information please contact Access & 
Equity Team Leader Anne Jones on 9705 6966. 

South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre  
has now produced an Afghani Profile focused on 
older people. 
 
The information is based on several academic  
studies on Afghani people settling in Victoria and 
data reflecting the 2006 Census. 
 
Iman Allaf from HACC Access & Equity Team 
had  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  in te r v i ew                         
Afghani community leaders and Afghani women’s 
groups who were happy to share their knowledge 
and personal perspective about their culture, values 
& traditions. Their contribution is very much     
appreciated. 

Above: New program workers Felicita and Nary 

The profile is useful for Aged Care workers       
including assessment officers, direct care workers, 
nurses or workers who are coordinating services 
for people from Afghani background.   
 
You can download a free copy of this profile by 
going to SERMRC website www.sermrc.org.au  
click on Publications, then go to Aged Care     
Community Profiles & Resource List.  

Community Profiles on older people from the    
following backgrounds are also available for 
download: 
 

· Arabic 

· Chinese 

· Croatian 

· Filipino 

· Greek 

· Italian 

· Polish  

· Russian  

· Serbian 

· Tamil, and  

· Vietnamese 



PAG GOES TO DANDY SHOW 
MRC runs seven centre-based Multicultural Planned Activity Group (PAG) programs catering to people 
with high and low level needs. The activities are planned in consultation with clients of the programs to 
provide stimulating and  socially inclusive activities.  

Autumn Under the Sea 

This spring, members of our Tuesday and Wednesday High 
Needs groups worked on canvases over a number of weeks 
which they submitted for judging in the  Dandenong Show 
which occurred over the weekend of the on the 14th and 15th 
of November. The canvases were themed “Under the Sea” 
and “Autumn”. To our great delight, the canvases received 
Highly Commended awards.  

PAG members who exhibited their works at the Dandenong show with co-ordinator Sylvia Wan at front 

Continued next Page 
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Noelle’s bedspread – 2nd prize  

Santa’s red blouse - 1st Prize  

Our very talented Santa & Noelle  

Our clients and their carers were very happy and 
excited in being able to attend the show and seeing 
their artwork on display. 

We also had 2 clients from our Friday PAG       
entering their individual crochet items, classed over 
80’s, which won 1st and 2nd prize in that category. 
Santa, who won 1st prize, crocheted a red blouse 
and Noelle, who won 2nd Prize, crocheted a single 
bedspread. 
 
PAG is proud to display such talents within our 
clients and will be working towards entering 
again next year! 
 
For more information please contact Sylvia or 
Zlata 9706 8933 

A second forum on the Afghan Community was 
held as part of the Who’s Settling in Casey series 
on 26th November at the Balla Balla Centre,    
Cranbourne.  
 

Over 50 staff and volunteers from a wide variety of 
service providers attended the forum.  The forum 
was supported by the City of Casey.  
 

Apart from SERMRC Settlement speakers, guests 
from Narre Warren P-12 Primary School, City of 
Casey and AMES Settlement also outlined their 
response to the arrival of the Afghan community to          
Casey. Topics covered recent history, demographic 
data, cultural awareness and service provision   
issues.  Two young Afghan community members 
spoke of their settlement experience after a         
delicious Afghan lunch. 

WHO’S SETTLING IN CASEY? THE AFGHAN COMMUNITY 

Above: SERMRC Community Team leader Deb Holmes 
provided a statistical  overview  of Afghan arrivals to  
Casey and the south east 

PowerPoint presentations from the forum can be downloaded at:  
http://www.sermrc.org.au/index.php?page=community-information-forums  
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   REFUGEE GIRLS KICK GOALS 

Right: The team greeted Melbourne Victory players as 
they left the field at half-time 

The team including SERMRC youth worker George Crawford 
(the only blonde) pose for a group photo prior to their match at 
Olympic Park 

SERMRC runs a soccer program for girls 
aged 12-21 from refugee backgrounds. With 
funding from the Department of Immigration 
& Citizenship (DIAC) Settlement Grants   
Program   the aim is to increase the girls self-
confidence, develop their fitness levels and 
enhance their social networks.  
 
The girls practice each week at Eumemmerring 
Secondary College in Endeavour Hills. Most 
have been attending the program since it 
started last year and enjoyed the social get-
together and opportunity to run around the  
soccer field.   
 
However, the game got more  serious a couple 
of months ago when  Oakleigh Cannons junior 
football coach (also Victorian Female Coach of 
the year) Irene Stamatopoulos volunteered to 
train the girls. They soon had an invitation to 
play a demonstration match at half-time during 
a Melbourne Victory & Canberra United match 
at Olympic Park. The CEO and staff attended 
the game to give the girls support. 
 
More info from Youth worker George 
(Georgina) Crawford who facilitates the      
program: georginac@sermrc.org.au   
Ph. 9706 8933 

When:  
· Wednesday the 13th of January 
· Friday the 15th of January 
· Wednesday the 20th of January 
· Thursday the 22nd of January  
 

Time:  10am-3pm 
 

Cost:   F R E E !  

Lunch and snacks are provided 
Please let us know your dietary      
requirements 
If you need transport, please let us 
know. 
Suitable walking shoes, sun hat and a 
jacket are required.  

 
For further information and to Book,  
please   contact:  
Kathryn Voutier ph. 9706 8933 (MRC)|  
OR 
John Maddick ph. 8558 9040 (Dandenong           
Community Health Centre) 
 

This program is supported by the City of Greater 
Dandenong, AMES, WHISE  and SERMRC 

Dads… Come with us and discover the playgrounds around Dandenong with your children!                   
We explore different playgrounds on each day.  


